Guide  for  Golf  Courses  Using 
Class  9  Pesticides  in  Ontario: 
Public  Meeting  Requirement 
Questions  and  Answers 

What  are  the  new  requirements  for  golf  courses  in  2012? 

Golf  courses  are  excepted  from  Ontario's  cosmetic  pesticides  ban  if  they  comply 
with  the  conditions  in  Ontario  Regulation  63/09.  Starting  in  2012,  the  owner, 
operator  or  his/her  representative  must  hold  a  public  meeting  before  December 
1st  in  each  calendar  year  to  present  the  previous  year's  annual  report.  For 
example,  in  2012,  the  2011  annual  report  would  be  presented. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  annual  report? 

To  give  the  public  the  opportunity  to  get  the  context  and  practical  meaning  to  an 
otherwise  technical  report  on  the  types  and  amounts  of  Class  9  pesticides  that 
are  being  used  and  why  they  are  necessary. 

Why  are  golf  courses  required  to  present  the  annual  report 
at  a  public  meeting? 

The  intent  of  the  public  meeting  is  to  verbally  present  the  information  in  the 
previous  year's  annual  report.  Since  the  annual  report  will  contain  technical 
details  on  the  types  and  amounts  of  Class  9  pesticides  used  on  the  golf  course, 
this  provides  an  opportunity  to  give  context  and  practical  meaning  to  interested 
parties. 

What  should  be  considered  in  planning  the  public  meeting? 

This  requirement  provides  flexibility  in  hosting  the  meeting  and  potentially 
responding  to  public  concerns,  although  there  is  no  regulatory  obligation  to 
accommodate  public  comments. 

Golf  courses  may  want  to  consult  our  Tips  for  Successful  Public  Meetings. 


Can  two  sequential  annual  reports  be  presented  at 
one  meeting? 

No.  Ontario  Regulation  63/09  requires  that  each  year  the  previous  year's  annual 
report  must  be  presented. 

Can  multiple  golf  courses  hold  one  public  meeting? 

Multiple  golf  courses  may  collectively  present  their  annual  reports  at  one  meeting 
venue.  Golf  courses  should  choose  a  meeting  location  which  would  be  easily 
accessible  to  all  affected  property  owners  of  each  golf  course  (i.e.  is  not  a  long 
distance  away  from  any  of  the  golf  courses). 

The  notice  of  the  public  meeting  should  include  the  required  information  for  each 
golf  course  and  provide  the  times  each  golf  course  is  presenting  its  annual 
report.  Also,  notice  must  be  given  to  abutting  or  nearby  property  owners  of  each 
golf  course  by  the  owner  or  operator  of  the  golf  course. 

An  owner  or  operator  or  a  representative  of  the  owner  or  operator  for  each  golf 
course  must  attend  the  presentation  of  the  annual  report  at  the  meeting. 

Who  can  act  as  the  representative  of  the  owner/operator  of 
a  golf  course  to  present  the  annual  report  at  the  public 
meeting? 

Anyone  can  act  as  a  representative  of  the  golf  course  owner/operator.  It  is  up  to 
the  owner/operator  to  decide  who  will  present  the  annual  report.  For  example, 
the  representative  can  be  the  owner/operator,  golf  course  integrated  pest 
management  agent,  superintendent  or  other  golf  course  staff,  or  a  hired 
consultant. 

If  a  consultant  is  presenting  the  annual  report,  the  owner/operator  should  ensure 
that  the  representative  is  sufficiently  knowledgeable  to  provide  the  information  on 
his/her  behalf. 

The  golf  course  owner/operator  and  other  staff  may  wish  to  attend  the  public 
meeting  to  support  the  presenter  and  to  answer  questions. 
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When  must  notice  of  a  public  meeting  be  published  in  the 
newspaper? 

The  notice  must  be  published  no  more  than  15  days  before  the  date  of  the 
presentation  of  the  annual  report  at  a  public  meeting,  in  a  newspaper  with  a 
general  circulation  in  the  area  where  golf  course  is  located. 

The  size  of  the  newspaper  notice  should  be  at  least  10  cm  (4  inches)  in  width  or 
the  nearest  equivalent  in  column  layout. 

Who  must  be  provided  with  written  notice  of  the  public 
meeting? 

■  A  copy  of  the  notice  must  be  given  to  the  occupants  of  each  property  that: 

■  abuts  the  golf  course,  or 

■  is  within  100  meters  of  the  golf  course. 

The  size  of  the  notice  provided  to  occupants  should  be  at  least  216mm  X  279 
mm  (8.5  X  11  inches). 

What  information  is  required  to  be  provided  in  the  notice? 

The  notice  must  include  the  following  information: 

■  the  name  and  address  of  the  golf  course 

■  the  name  and  telephone  number  of  the  owner  or  a  representative  of  the 
owner  of  the  golf  course 

■  the  date,  time  and  place  the  annual  report  will  be  presented. 

Can  additional  information  be  provided  in  the  notice? 

Yes.  For  example,  golf  courses  may  want  to  request  confirmation  of 
attendance/number  attending  to  allow  for  planning  room  and  seating 
arrangements.  Also,  if  multiple  golf  courses  are  holding  a  meeting  at  the  same 
location,  this  should  be  included  in  the  notice,  as  well  as  the  scheduled  times  for 
each  golf  course's  presentation. 
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What  methods  of  notice  may  be  used  to  provide  notice  of  the 
public  meeting  to  abutting  properties  or  properties  within  100 
metres? 

A  copy  of  the  notice  must  be: 

■  Delivered  personally  (given  directly  to  the  person  occupying  the  property) 

■  Sent  by  mail  (addressed  to  the  person  to  whom  it  is  required  to  be  given  at 
the  address  for  the  person) 

■  Sent  by  courier  (in  accordance  with  conditions  in  Section  2  of  Ontario 
Regulation  228/09  made  under  the  Pesticides  Act) 

■  Sent  by  email  (in  accordance  with  conditions  in  Section  2  of  Ontario 
Regulation  228/07  made  under  the  Pesticides  Act) 

■  Sent  by  fax  (in  accordance  with  conditions  in  Section  2  of  Ontario  Regulation 
228/07  made  under  the  Pesticides  Act) 

What  is  meant  by  "personally"  delivering  the  notice? 

The  notice  must  be  given  directly  (handed)  to  the  person  occupying  the  property. 
The  notice  must  not  be  left  at  the  property  such  as  in  a  mail  box  or  attached  to 
the  door. 

If  more  than  50  persons  must  be  notified  of  a  public  meeting, 
how  can  a  golf  course  request  approval  of  other  means 
of  notice? 

Written  requests  for  approval  of  other  means  of  notice  must  be  submitted  to: 
Director  Under  the  Pesticides  Act 

Pesticides  Management  Section,  Standards  Development  Branch 
Mail:  40  St.  Clair  Avenue  West,  7th  Floor,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4V  1M2 
Fax:  416-327-2936 
Email:  SDB-PesticideApproval(a)ontario.ca 

What  information  must  be  included  in  the  written  submission 
to  MOE  requesting  approval  of  other  means  of  notice? 

The  written  request  must  indicate  the  following: 

■  Reason  for  requesting  other  means  of  notice  (i.e.  more  than  50  occupants 
must  be  given  notice) 

■  Other  means  of  notice  being  requested  (i.e.  options  1  or  2,  or  both,  as 
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described  below) 

■  Approximate  number  of  properties  that  would  have  to  be  given  notice  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  3  ii  of  subsection  20  (1)  of  Ontario  Regulation 
63/09 

■  Outline  why  it  would  be  unduly  onerous  to  give  notice  to  the  number  of 
properties 

■  If  applicable,  provide  a  signed  declaration  from  a  building 
superintendent/owner  approving  the  posting  of  the  notice  in  common  area(s) 

■  Sample  notice 

What  situations  would  the  Director  consider  for  approving 
other  means  of  notice? 

The  Director  may  consider  giving  approval  in  the  following  situations: 

1)  Apartments,  condominiums  or  office  buildings  with  more  than  50  occupants: 
Notice  may  be  given  by  posting  a  notice  in  a  common  area(s)  of  the  building, 
with  the  approval  of  the  superintendent  or  owner  of  the  building  (attach  a 
signed  declaration  of  approval  from  the  superintendent  or  owner)  and  by 
addressing  the  notice  with  "Attention  Occupants". 

Delivering  notice  to  each  occupant  in  a  building  would  be  considered  by  the 
Director  as  unduly  onerous  since  there  is  generally  no  access  to  mail  boxes. 

2)  More  than  50  properties  must  be  given  notice: 

Notice  may  be  given  by  addressing  the  notice  with  "Attention  Occupant" 
and  delivering  a  copy  of  the  notice  to  the  mailbox(es)  of  each  abutting 
property  or  property  within  100  m  of  the  golf  course,  rather  than  having  to 
give  it  directly  to  the  occupant  at  the  property. 


Aussi  disponible  en  francais. 
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